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WORLDWIDE AFFAIRS 


FINFISH CATCH ALLOCATIONS IN NEW ZEALAND WATERS ISSUED 


Locals Get One-Third 


Auckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in Engiish 8 Apr 82 p 3 
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Joint Ventures Complain 


Christchurch THE PRESS in English 13 Apr 82 p 24 


[Text ] 


CSO 


A Wellington 


Jeamt ishing ventures have 
attacked Goverament fonfirsh 
allecatvons, saving they «rll 
lore many ventures oul of 
business 

The Government has cot 
punt venture quotas in pro- 
ductive fishing arcas and 
mm reased Quotas in noON-pro- 
dectwe and usciess areas. 
savs the Jowt Venture Paft- 
ncrs Cammutiee’s chairman 
Mr Rea Morres 

“The w& an extreme move 
which i completely engustif- 
adic. «be sad from his 
Timaru home “They didn't 
‘ave the guts to sav there 
are loo Many pom venteres 
and seme should go home 
Thev just did this instcad ~ 

Mic Morres. whose commit. 
tec represents the 11 jor 


venine 
the New 
rone. sand he had the impres- 
won the Government had 
fixed the allocations in this 
way because it did not want 
(he pont ventures to survive 

“lt knows as well as we do 
that we couldnt survive 
under this sort of arrange- 
ment. We cant live with this 
allocation.” he said 

The joint ventures total 
finfish catch in Area G. to 
the west of the South Island 
“a cul from 18.090 tonnes 
last wear to 11.000 for the 
veasen beginning this month 
‘na G was a particularly 
productive arca for hoki 

The quota for Arca F. 
wmmehately south of the 
Sewth Island, was cut. from 
129 tonnes to 300 tonnes. 
aed ow Area D. on the Chat- 
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working 
land fishing 


ft) 


were given 300 tonnes 


tien i to te the 
domestic first. joint 
ventures next and foreign 
licensed boats last.” Mr Mor- 
ris sad 

Joint venture quotas were 
125.00" tonnes. compared 
with 167.090 last vear, while 
the foreign licensed boats 
quota dropped from 113,900 
last*vear to 104.100 this year 


Forcign vesscis licence 
fecs has risen from between 
$1 to $5 a tonne depending on 
the area fhed 


Th secretary of the, Fed 
eration )=6fof «= Commercial 
Fishermen. Mr Ray Polson 
sand that «foreign fishing 
vessels im New Zealand 
waters were being protected 


bh the Government 2 part 
ol a trade-off deal 

The Geverament deem 
to cleec the door fer three 
months to other New Zea 
land COM panies after 
Fictcher Fittune hed won 
approval ‘© import to 
vessels made nonseme. br 
sand 

Because of thes Ger isnom 
the joint venterc ‘bouts the 
imported veescis would have 
replaced can carry on fib 


me 

“Trade and Indusiry and 
Foreign Aftairs are obs sow~l\ 
using the fishing industry tor 
trading purposes © 

Fishing industry olfiials 
believe the Government has 
oftered Japan and Russa 
this extra protection from 
New Zealand competr'yon om 
retern fer better deals of 
wool. timber. and meat «4 
ports 

As far as were conrveraed 
the frsteng indusirs & one 
again plaving serond fiddle 
te other wdestries” Mr iol 
yon sand 

“HS ofvrous that the fod 
ing industry i Het one of the 
great industries of the future 
as «shown m the Goverm 
ments mamicsto 














INTIR-ASIAN AFFAIRS 


NEW ZEALAND AIDING DEVELOPMENT OF SOUTH PACIFIC FISHERIES 


Christchurch THE PRESS in English 16 Apr 82 p 13 
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PROSPECTS OF FIVE OFFSHORE OIL WELLS DISCUSSED 


Srisbane THE COURIER-MAIL in English 30 Mar 82 p 24 


[Article by Paul Colvey) 





sa i 


Vi Ej 
(3533 s 
ee ra ii fr Hii fea a tt 
i el iq felt.) FF AB 


S? bt if jie gq" %3 # 

” Ss f ie ? % 
Hf Mt i iy fed. Tha Hf 
7: nrg I sit ytd il 
S 


rH LHe Hh si lab als Jie 
PHT Wile HEH Gt i 






th 





i 


Text) 


r 
‘ 








item cosst, will 
this ares of 


Similarly Columbia No. 1 being 
the South Aasia 
simmate interes in 
petroleum if Cucovered. 


Obviously 2 successful Trucos well 
Grilled in the Great Australas Bight off 


Geologists say improved seusmic and = will spur on further explorauos m tbe 
ir’m pretauon techmques have incrzased 


Oreay bea. 


area ws Beach Petroiccm 


the ca>eces of fincing oil or gas wm tbe 


e33- 








vam Samoan Samy 


‘ 


= 

















bali eae 
ii uit tp 
+4 | z 
i rf i yal (8 ri 
i i: Lo 


<f % i 
i i a 


Ai lil if 


: ait 
Hn Bid | 


“2 


i 


5200/75 36 


O: 


"a 
*) 











AUSTRALIA 


BRIEFS 


SHIP POSITION REPORTS--CANBERRA: Ships in Australian waters will have to re- 
port their position daily from tomorrow to make search-and-rescue operations 
easier. They will have to send sailing reports, position reports and final 
reports through coastal radio stations to the Australian Coastal Surveillance 
Centre in Canberra, which coorc.nates all ship movements and rescue operations. 
The Transport Minister, Mr Hunt, said yesterday tht the new law was an attempt 
to reduce the time between a ship getting into trouble and the rescue starting. 
The reporting system was the first in the world and had been operating on a 
voluntary basis for about eight years. The Australian ship-reporting system 
will be compulsory for all Australian ships and for foreign ships between 
their first Australian port and their last. Mr Hunt said that the system was 
provided free by the Federal Government as part of its obligations under the 
United Nations conventions on safety of life at sea. The Australian search- 
and-rescue area was the biggest in the world, covering a ninth of the world's 
surface. 
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INDIA 


NATION OBJECTS TO DACCA MOVE AT LAW-OF-THE-SEA TALKS 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 3 May 82 p 5 


[Text] U.N. H.Q., May 2-—-India has objected to a Bangladesh attempt at the 
Law of the Sea conference to revive its formulation that would give it a wider 
territorial sea, exclusive economic zone and continental shelf in the Bay of 
Bengal, reports PTI. 





In a letter to the conference, Mr S. P. Jagota, who headed the Indian official 
team, said that the Bangladesh proposal would have the effect of establishing 
“a mw rule of international law." The formula sought to establish straight 
baseline from base points at sea rather than from the coastline as provided 
for in law. 


Mr Jagota also disputed the Bangladesh claim that whe. its proposal was first 
made in 1978, it received “substantial and favourable support” from a large 
number of delegations and that such support still existed. 


lie said that the Bangladesh suggestion was not discussed with India, as implied 
earlier. It had also not been raised at the conference since 1978 “except now.” 
In his letter, the Bangladesh suggestion was not discussed with India, as 
implied earlier. It had also pct been raised at the conference since 1978 
“except now.” 


In his letter, the Bangladesh representative said that his country had made 

the proposal because of the “unique configuration" of its coastline and shallow 
water considerations, mot amenable to conventional charting. Except for the 
channels leading to the two riverine ports of Chalna and Chittagong, the off- 
shore area has not historically been navigable and that situation continues to 
remain so,” he said. 


Meanwhile, the Law of the Sea conference president, Mr Tommy T.B. Koh, has 
warned that if the USA combining with other industrialized States, concluded 
a mini sea treaty” outside the universal sea convention and went ahead with 
seabed mining, he would persuade the General Assembly to refer the issue to 
the Laternational Court of Justice for advisory opinion. 


Addressing a press conference yesterday on the just concluded sea convention 
Mr Koh said: “We do not know how the court will rule, but, if the court ruling 














is that such activities under the ‘mini treaty’ are illegal. lI would like to 
see whether these Western countries, which have been sermonizing to the Third 
World countries about ‘he rule of law, will ask their consortia to stop such 

activities, or whether they will :«cveal themselves to be a bunch of greedy 


hypocrites.” 


By 2: overwhelming majority, the conference on Friday adopted the draft sea 
convention which was under preparati:m tor the past nine vears. 


While 130 countries voted for the 320-clause package the USA and three others 
voted against and 1/7 ccuntries abstained. 


Thunderous ovation marked the passage of the treaty whict declares trillions 
of dollars worth of live mineral resources on the sea-bed--the common heritage 
of man. 


india was accorded the status of a “pioneer investor” in the treaty enabling 
it to undertake deep seabed mining for mineral-rich polymetallic sulphides in 
a site to be determined in the Indian Ocean. 


AP adds: The convention on the Law of the Sea, as the treaty is called will 
be signed in September in Caracas. It will enter into force a year after 60 
countries have ratified or acceded to it. 
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MALAYSIA 


MONOPOLY ON FUNDS, TECHNOLOGY WILL NOT LAST FOREVER 


U.S. 


Kuala Lumpur NEW STRAITS TIMES in English 15 Apr 82 p 14 


[Article by Chandra Kumar] 





[Text ] 
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NEW ZEALAND 


DECISTON ON IMPORTING MORE DEEP-SEA TRAWLERS DEFEPRED 
} tmited Catches Cii:ed 


Auckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in Ep<:ish 6 Apr 82 p 3 


[Text ] The Government has put He said there was 
off deciding whether to al ca the species from the exist- 
more deep-sea trawlers to be ing 23 joint venture vessels. 
i Th increased by 


cabinet yesterday de- the two Fletcher vessels. 
ferred the decision for three The 22 domestic vessels of 


months. 
Sever = San Sais con. capable oi working the fish- 
és wan to im . : 
Eoutecs aher Fletcher Fish “The chief executive of Sea- 
ing Ltd was allowed to im- lords Products Lid, Nelson. 


. a to put it mildly,” 
culture and Fisheries, Mr the put 


boats until ministry officials ‘° give Fletchers. a new 
company i: 


wee a a plan for deepwater a pred dl 
“Experience since 1978 has other companies. bed 4 
rae eye | vantage ever Oe teens 
cles available a on 7. fishing industries and a very 
ason, 

Mr Macintyre said. ~~ situation had de 





Fishing Company Protests 


Auckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 7 Apr 82 p 16 


(Text ] The Government's decision to allow one company. to import two 
large deepsea trawlers and to delay approva's for other trawlers has 
heen described by one of the country’s-leading fishing companies as 
“straight-out favouritism.” 

The move means Fletcher sellers because of the three Sarford Lid is one com- 


Fishing Ltd will get a full month time lag imposed by with ns to import 
seasens fishing out of i‘stwo the Government. . Oe ee bchieh trawlers. 
imported British deepsea The Government deci*sd The director of 


trawlers while many com- this week it would defer for the company, Mr Neil Mills, 
panies face the prospect of three months decisions ©" yesterday described the Gov- 
losing their boat import ar- the importation of m.¢ ernment decision as 
rancements with overseas deepsea trawlers. “straight-out favouritism.” 
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DEEF-SEA TRAWLERS FROM UK TO OPEN NEW FISHING ERA 


Christchurch THE PRESS in English 19 Apr 82 p 6 
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FISHERIES MINISTER STRESSES NEED FOR CONTROLLED ACCESS 


Christchurch THE PRESS in English 13 Apr 82 p 24 


(Text ] 


All the tsawes of the frshang 
indusirs really tbuled down 
to the ene basic probiem of 
controlled access. the Minn 
ter of Fisheries (Mir Mac- 
intvre: told the Share Pisher- 
mens Amociwtion im Auch- 
land 

The questiom of «who 
should fish for wha! «pecies. 
by which methods. where 
and when. underlay all New 
Zealand attempts to man- 


advaniage he said 

Fishing «as one of New 
Zealand» th mdéusiries 
Between 1970-80 fmh exports 
rose almost tenield. trom 
9080 tonnes (valued more 
than $17 mulliom to 110.000 
tonnes ivalued mere than 
$160 mulloa: Lawt vear New 
Zealand had experied (29.000 
tonnes of fixh valurd at $190 
mulhen. whah was 17 per 
com up on 1980 Thu was 
iver tome mere § than 
keesirett had corned and 
oneithud more than export 
receopts fram cheese 
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the Pelgwal re 
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rvieneve Sater. 

it was a pubin mmecencep- 
tron that the buge ocean arca 
had been taken 10 meen 
sbundant (ith storks and 
that meecencepiion had to be 
ding ted Comparatively 
~poaking. the fishing grounds 
“rre fet fieh mM reoources 

The sCant resources had to 
hw managed oot pot for 
today but for ten tree and 
bevend. he said The history 
of the snapper indusiry was 
4 toad cramplec 
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wetfish landings r 
fallen 
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Mr Peter Herd sand be was 
concerned about the Govern- 
ment’s attitude tu fishermen 
and its apparent reluctance 
to behewve that the men could 
ash wm deep watets It did 
ogi tuke merh treublc to 
adapt gear aircady om mm 
shore bouts so they could tm) 
in Water 
‘Intvre seed be was 
impressed with the hard 
fsteroen = thew 
and on wuss 

things thes get 





He believed that the industry was still in its infancy. The area south of New 


Zealand was being fished by foreign vessels, because. he believed, New Zealand 
fishermen had no desire to go down there. 


An executive officer of the Federation of Commercial Fishermen, Mr Christopher 
Sharp, told the meeting that he had spent a lot of time couvincing some New Zealand 
companies that local fishermen were better than their foreign counterparts. 


Some traditional companies had faith in the country's fishermen, “and their catching 
records justify that faith,” he said. 


"The real problem lies with the industry and not foreigners.” 
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LOCAL FIRM TO DRILL FOR OIL, GAS OFF TARANAKI IN 1983 


Auckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 8 Apr 82 Sec 2, p 6 


[Excerpts] 


CSO 


New Zealand Oil and Gas Ltd now has petroleum 
prospecting licence interests in six separate areas and will have 
a semi-submersibic drilling rig in New Zealand waters in the 


summer of 1983-84. 


shows in the group 
sands, which be the 
major exploration target 


5200/9091 


Consortium 
NZOG has formed. with 
Hematite (a BHP 


subsidiary), Tricentrol. Dia- 
mond Shamrock and Cultus 
Pacific, a consortium to con- 
tract and import a suitable 
semi-submersible drilling rig 
to carry out for each com- 


a are at being 
completed has 
secured the fourth drill 

‘ ” and to drill in 
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FOUR OIL PROSPECTING LICENSES OFF SOUTH ISLAND GRANTED 


Wellington THE EVENING POST in English 16 Apr 82 p 4 
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GUINEA-BISSAU 


BRIEFS 


SEIZED SHIPS FINED--The Bissau Regional Court has fined the captains of the two 
seized ships (the French “Capitaine Cook” and the South Korean "Hun-Sung No 5") 

a total sum of 40 million pesos .converted into foreign currency). The ships were 
seized on 15 April by our Navy tor illegal fishing activities in the ¢_inea- 
Bissauan territorial waters. French captain Jean Gouzerh and South Korean captain 
Lin Yung Kin were tried and found guilty of illegal fishing in our territorial 
waters, flight, disobedience and an attempt to bribe the captains of our speed- 
boats in charge of the seizure operation. In a sentence issued last Saturday 

the Court décided that the approximately 200 tons of confiscated fish and all 

the fishing gear on board the two ships would revert to the state of Guinea- 
Bissau. Thre trial was presided over by Judge Rui Monteiro. The accused were 
defended by lawyer Rufino Silva. [Text] [Bissau NO PINTCHA in Portuguese 

1 May 82 p 8] 


CSO: 5200/5657 
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SEA GROUP LEADER SPEAKS ON DECENTRALIZATION, OCEAN POLICY 


Paris LA NOUVELLE REVUE MARITIME in French Mar 82 pp 6-12 


{Interview with Jean Lacombe, president of the National Assembly Sea Group: 
"A Club or a Tool for Parliamentary Action?” Date and place not specified; 
passages enclosed in slantlines printed in italics] 


{Excerpts} Created in 1965 by Mr Christian Bonnet, deputy 
of the department of Morbihan, the National Assembly Sea 
Group has become almost an institution and has fortunately 
survived changes in the Assembly majority. It was set up 
again at the beginning of the present legislative session; 
its chairman is Mr Jean Lacombe, the socialist deputy of the 
department of Herault, deputy mayor of Sete, chairman of the 
Sea Group of the Languedoc-Roussillon Regional Council. 
Before him, the group chairmen had been Messrs Christian 
Bonnet, Frederic Gabriel (Saint-Pierre-et-Miquelon) and Guy 
Guermeur (department of Finistere). 


Here are Mr Lacombe's answers to our questions. 


[Question] The government is now reorganizing the oceanological structures; 
how do you see the future of this sector? 


[Answer] In Fra se, oceanology includes all research and development activi- 
ties aimed at knowing, exploiting and protecting the marine environment. 


The scope of our ambition probably accounts for the number and importance of 
the organizations involved: 


~ ae far as the administration is concerned, four riinistries are directly 
involved (Research, Sea, Industry, Environment); 


~ as far as scientific and technical organizations are concerned, we should 
mention the CNRS [National Center for Scientific Research] and the various 
universities on the coast, the CNEXO [National Center for Exploitation of 
the Oceans], the ISTPM (Scientific and Technical Institute for Ocean Fishing), 
the ORSTOM [Bureau of Overseas Scientific and Technical Research], the CEA 
{Atomic Energy Commission], the (FP (French Petroleum Institute], etc. 
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Therefore, it is certainly appropriate for the new ministry to play its feder- 
ating role which, as you know, is centered around the specificity of the sea, 
taking also into account the diverse potentials of the environment and of the 
parties concerned. 


/The secvnd point/ which I would like to emphasize /pertains to the concept of 
research and development and to the relationships existing between these two 
poles./ In 1967, with the creation of CNEXO, we though we could offer a consis- 
tent model of an interdisciplinary organization having very broad powers and 
able to provide impetus to fundamental research as well as to medium-scal= 

field experimentation. It soon became apparent that the advantages of such 

a structure (dynamism, flexibility of operation) might be outnumbered by its 
incorvenients (attempts at controlling other structures, problems in super- 
Vising policy applicetion, etc.). It became obvious that this organization 

had to be restructured. 


Of course, the debate must take place openly. 


In my opinion, there is no doubt but that CNEXO can and may be only /the tool/ 
to implement a policy and not, as it has been for a long time, an almost un- 
contrclled political decision-maker. This tool, I think, should be used pri- 
marily at the research/development interface; however, when it comes to pro- 
viding incentives for research or carrying out research, we certainly would 

do well to limit its activities and coordinate them with those of the other 
organizations concerned. 





I am afraid that, at present, we may be underestimating the importance of 
technical and technological experimentation in the field compared to that 

of research, even applied research. Universities and research organizations 
cannot do this highly "finalized" work. An oceanological structure which 
would be entirely devoted to research and would include no purely technical 
or technological tool would be entirely cut off from practical realities. 


1 believe that it is important for the Ministry of the Sea to heve such a 
tool available. /The ISTPM, once altered and revitelized, and the CNEXO, 
once restructured and made more maniable,/ could provide such a link which 

is indispensable to the elaboration of a true development policy for maritime 
activities. 


Finclly, and this is my third point, /in elaborating a new oceanological 
rolicy I think it is essential to integrate the decentralization process and 
the valorization of all potentialities/--geographic and human--which it 
implies. 


There again, all the schemes, all the more or less pyramidal structures which 
are now Leing concocted by some technocrats seem to leave this aspect entire- 
ly aside, although it is an essential part of the new government policy. 


The new experiment now being attempted in Languedoc-Roussilion by ar organi- 
zation--CEVRALMAR [Study and Promotion Center for Lagoonal and Maritime 
Activities)--in which elected officials, professionals and scientists are 
equal partners, demonstrates clearly the importance of local thoughts and 
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the efficiency of making decisions locally without having to go through many 
and more or less distant or bureaucratic authorities. 


There again, and especially with respect to the interface I have already men- 
tioned, it is to be hoped that the thought process will take place and that 

a discussion will be held openly tased on the experiments already carried out 
in other regions. 


In conclusion, it is on these three points--the role of the Ministry of the 
Sea, the research/development interface, the taking into account of decentral- 
ization--that, as chairman of the National Assembly Sea Group, I intend to ask 
questions from the ministers which will have to do with oceanology in the 
future. I hope that a clear debate will take place and that our country will 
at long last engage in a maritime policy in keeping with our potentialities: 
this should be made easier by the decisions made by the Counc: i of Ministers 
on 2 March. 


[Question] In connection with the law on decentralization, a parliamentary 
debate will take place on the new powers given to the departments and regions. 
What powers would you wish to give to the local communities as far as the sea 
is concernea? 


[Answer] I hope that “decentralization” wi!l find a broad expression in the 
bill which is to be considered and voted upon during the next parliamentary 
session. As far as I am concerned, {i am taking an interest in it and I shall 
do my best to have a number of powers transferred to the regions and depart- 
ments. But, although I am a “regionalist™" when it comes to many powers which 
were until now the province of the state, I still have a scrupulous regard for 
the integrity of the Maritime Public Domain, for the protection of the sea- 
shore and of our coasts, and the control of all pollutions. In these areas, 
the power must remain with the state and a national jurisdiction is necessary. 
it is only within these bounds--and with a broad scope of application--that 
the departments and regions can exert their powers. 


fhus, in each region, an Aptitude Diagram for the Utilization of the Maritime 
Public Domain can be prepared by the new territorial community and under its 
responsibility, setting conditions for the development of fishing, and the 
protection and development of the sea-shore. 


Regionalized state administrations are implementing the programs prepared and 
approved by the regions. With its representatives in the various administra- 
tions, the state should be a full-fledged partner ensuring that the national 
jurisdiction is obeyed. 


Thus, in my opinion, each region should have its own /director of Sea Affairs 
and its Regional Maritime Service for the Development of Navigable Ways/ (as 
is the case in Languedoc-Roussillon for 2xample). 


As far as the ports are concerned, they fall iuto two categories: 





- ports of national interest (and there are more of them than the six indepen- 
dent ports) including larger fishing ports, 
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- ports of regional interest. 


The departments now more especially interested in marinas could also contribute 
to the management of smaller fishing ports. 


All these, of course, are only my personal opinions... 


[Question] In your own region, Languedoc-Roussillon, what are your priorities 
as far as the sea is concerned? 


[Answer] In Languedoc-Roussillon, we became aware at an early date of the 
sea, its protection and its economic development. Our Regional Council has a 
Sea Group, and there is a Sea Subcommittee of the Economic and Social Committee. 


Together with professionals (fishermen and shellfish breeders) and scientists, 
we have created an association, CEPRALMAR, to coordinate, encourage and 
make suggestions concerning the development of fishing and the protection of 
the sea~shore. 


Before that, I had submitted a report, the title of which, "Protect, Maintain 
and Develop,” outlined a maritime and lagoonal policy for Languedoc-Roussillon. 


While, until 10 May [1981], we were opposing the state on the implementation of 
this program, the state has now become a partner for us since most of our 
objectives cannot be fulfilled without its aid in money and personnel. Thus, 

a draft agreement and an agreement have been signed with CNEXO tc develop a 
joint aquiculturd policy based on the existing socio-professional structures, 
creating the necessary interface for its development between research and the 
maritime professions. We also maintain a continuous and necessary relationship 
with GIS (Scientific Interest Group) bridging the gap, if I may say so, 
between research and practical applications, strengthening the relations which 
must exist between professionals and -.searchers, with ISTPM to improve 
the knowledge and management of the stocks. 


This is why my thoughts on decentralization concerning the sea have been nour- 


ished by the regional experience I have acquired as chairman of CEPRALMAR and 
why my point of view is not always that of Parisian offices. 


9294 
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NORWAY'S LOS AMBASSADOR, OBSERVER WEIGH RESULTS OF LOS TALKS 
Deplores Treatment of Developing Countries 

Oslo DAGBLADET in Norwegian 24 Apr 6&2 p 6 

[Article by Arvid Bryne | 


[Text } New York--"Only a miracle could save the 
UN Law of the Sea convention today,” Ambassador 
Jens Evensen said to DAGBLADET. Jens Evensen does 
not believe in miracles. 


This marks the collapse of one of mankind's greatest 
dreams in modern times. 


lt happened yesterday when Law of the Sea president Tommy Koh of Singapore 
told the delegates there was no possibility of reaching what is known as a 
consensus--unanimity--on the principles concerning mutual utilization of the 
enormous wealth of resources in the vast ocean depths. 


The remaining week will be used for voting on the various sectioas. It seems 
quite certain now that the United States and a number of other western indus- 
trialized nations will vote against two key points. It is not yet clear which 
position Noiway will take. 


“These have been the bitterest days of my life. In general, my health is 
excellent but what I have been through in the last few days has been hard on 
my stomach!" That is how Jens Evensen expressed his disappointment yesterday 
over what has happened here in New York. 


Evensen has been leader of the Norwegian Law of the Sea delegation for almost 
9 years. He is highly esteemed by many involved with internacional ocean 
rights because this project had come so far that it was almost completed, but 
now it seems to be falling apart again. 
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Opposed te Sharing 


The United States and the other western industrialized nations will not go 
along with transferrin, the technology for extracting minerals from the ocean 
depths to developing countries and the United Nations’ own planned ocean 
rights authority. They also flatly refuse to pledge that a revision confer- 
ence held within the next 15 to 20 years would have the power to change the 
agreements reached now with a two-thirds majority. 


For their part, the underdeveloped countries feel they have gone a long way 
wher they give companies from industrial nations the right to explore and 
extract mineral deposits in the most promising fields. When the industrial 
lands have supp. ed themselves, it is not certain there will be anything left 
for those who come along later. 


Big Setback 


"This is a big and serious step backward that can have great consequences for 
international cooperation in the future. If we have a convention that is not 
signed by the United States or other industrialized countries, there will be 
an increased risk of conflicts. We risk big problems concerning free passage 
through straits and ocean areas lying within the territorial waters of de- 
veloping countries today. What I have experienced the last few nights of 
relations between the developing and industrialized nations has not been 
pleasant," Evensen said. 


Anger and Bitterness 


"The mood among delegates from the developing countries is marked by aggres- 
siveness, anger and bitterness concerning what has happened. We must not ig- 
nore the possibility that this might lead to their increasing the chances of 
conflicts in the oceans of the world in a spirit of reprisal," he said. 





This does not give much hope for North-South negotiations, does it? 


"We have now focused the North-South conflict in almost its bittere t form. 

We told the world in advance that this was the first time the North-South 
dialogue has led to something really effective--an international ocean floor 
authority that would administer the resources we have on the ocean floor for 
the benefit of our common inheritance. There is very little chance of getting 
that now. I am not at all optimistic,” said Evensen. 


In Vain? 


Does Evensen feel his work on the law of the sea for 8 1/2 years has been in 
vain? 


"No, of course not. We have sccomplished a great deal that I am convinced 
will remain as part of international law. Among other things we have estab- 
lished rules on fishing zones and the continental shelf, an international 
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apparatus to combat ocean pollution and promote scientific ocean research. 

We have established the principle of the 200-mile economic zone," said Jens 
Evensen, trying to find a bright point in spite of everything. He said that 
some hope still remains until the end of next week and that there is a possi- 
bility that the defeat can be made less severe if the United States and 
other presumably negative voters simply abstain when a vote is taken on the 


controversial points. 


Hegge Sees Nationalism As Problem 
Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 3 May 82 p 2 
[Article by Per Egil Hegge | 


[Text ] The almost 10 years of work on an international 
ocean rights treaty was not totally wrecked with the 
conclusion of the spring session in New York on Friday, 
30 April. But it is quite thought-provoking that it 
proved to be impossible to establish the treaty on the 
basis of the consensus principle which had been in 
effect and on which former Minister of Commerce and 
Ocean Rights and now Ambassador Jens Evensen had staked 
his considerable influence. 


It came to a vote on tiie section concerning tules on extracting minerals from 
the ocean depths in international waters. Leading industrial nations, led by 
the United States, followed by such countries as Great Britain, West Germany 
and the East bloc states, did not support the principle of distribution out- 
lined in the draft. That left these countries standing against the Third 


World. 


It is one thing that we in Norway thought things would and should go dif- 
ferently. But were we really justified in doing so? I believe the answer is 
no and that for many reasons, not least a national enthusiasm over the tire- 
less efforts of international law expert Jens Evensen, we were not receptive 
to reports on the situation as it really was. 


This should not be taken as a criticism of Evensen (although on the weekend 

he was quite optimistic about the prospects of U.S. support). Not only is he, 
as in the past, a prominent figure in this tedious work--he was also always 
available, always involved, always patient, always willing to guide the press 
people through a body of material that was consistently more complex than it 
was exciting. We relied on Evensen. By “we” I mean Norwegian press organs 
and journalist... I make no exceptions. 


But it was not Evensen's job to tell us about the complications the basic 
ideas ran into in other countries. We should have found out about these for 
ourselves and we neglected to do so. So when the news came last March that 
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the newly-inaugurated Republican government in the United States wanted to 
take time out for thought before continuing talks on the Law of the Sea 
treaty, it came as a shock, which should not have been the case. And when we 
recovered from our amazement, we had a scapegoat ready. His name was Ronald 
Reagan. 


Simple explanations of complicated phenomena have an almost erotic appeal. 


As far back as 1978-79 it should have been clear to us that the existing 
treaty draft had about the same chance as a snowball in a sauna with regard 
to the likelihood of its being ratified by the American Senate. For what was 
involved was investing somewhere between 8 and 10 billion kroner in a tech- 
nology that was extremely demanding and uncertain. Thus work on extracting 
metals from the ocean flvor would be controlled by an international authority 
that would also distribute the revenue to all lands and make the new tech- 
nological knowledge available to everyone. The basis for this was the idea 
that these minerals were the joint inheritance of all men and that the dis- 
tribution of both money and knowledge should be a manifestation of efforts 
for a new economic world order, abbreviated as NOV [ New Economic World Order | 
by the Foreign Ministry--which unfortunately rhymes with...well, never mind. 


The only response to that is to fold our hands and say amen, for it is a 
splendid idea. But the world does not operate in such a way that 10 billion 
kroner can be pulled out of thin air. And the U.S. Senate--or the two- 
thirds majority that must ratify such an agreement--definitely does not con- 
sist of men who will applaud wildly the prospect of turninp over American 
money and American discoveries to an international body in which the United 
States and Laos, for example (if it becomes a member), would each have one 


vote. 


And the opposition came not only from the United States but also from other 
countries which had been working for a decade to develop the equipment that 
would probably be used. They kept a low profile to avoid irritati: g the de- 
veloping nations too much and it was the Americans who took the blame yester- 
day by standing up and breaking with the policy of previous governments, 


Or did they break with the policy of former negotiators? For it is hard to 
escape the impression that the ocean rights negotiators operated in their own 
closed world. Experts shut themselves up in their greenhouses in Caracas, 
Geneva and New York, used their intelligence and experience to create new 
international laws--and forgot the political world outside the glass windows. 


We journalists forgot it too. For it was pleasant to move in this environ- 
ment and it was easy to get excited about sitting in the grandstand and 
watching the boundaries of international law being moved. 


But outside, there was a different reality. 


6578 
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